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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Rural  District 

Council  of  Haltwhistle 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  annual  report  upon 
the  health  of  the  rural  district  for  the  year  1945. 

For  their  co-operation  and  assistance  I should  like  to 
thank  the  Clerk  (Mr.  John  Spark),,  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
(Mr.  F.  J.  Lawson),  and  our  newly  appointed  Engineer 
(Mr.  Shuker). 

I sincerely  thank  the  Chairman  and  the  Members  of 
the  Council  for  the  courtesy  and  support  which  has  been 
constantly  extended  to  me. 


J.  K.  ADAMSON. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE 

AREA 


Population 

The  civil  estimated  population  of  the  Haltwhistle  Rural 
District  was  6,905.  As  compared  with  figures  of  7,089  for 

1944,  and  7,656  for  1943.  The  decrease  commented  upon 
last  year  has  continued,  despite  'the  facit  that  once  again  the 
number  of  live  births  considerably  exceeded  the  figure  for 
deaths. 

Birth  Rate 

For  1945  the  Annual  Live  Birth  Rate  was  equivalent 
to  17.1  per  1,000  population. 

Thus  the  steady  rise  of  the  last  few  years  continues,  i.e. 
10.8  in  1937  to  13.6  in  1943  to  16.6  in  1944. 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  actual  figure  for  live  births 
remains  the  same  as  last  year,  118,  the  increased  rate  being 
due  to  the  falling  population.  Illegitimate  Births  have 
increased  from  8 in  1944,  to  11  in  1945. 

Death  Rate 

99  Deaths  were  registered  in  1945,  an  increase  of  1 on 
the  1944  figure.  The  Annual  Death  Rate  for  1945  is  there- 
fore 14.3  per  1,000  population  as  against  13.8  for  1944  and 
16.5  for  1943. 

Principal  Causes  of  Mortality 

Deaths  from  Cancer  show  a further  rise.  From  7 in 
1936  to  15  in  1943  to  20  in  1944,  the  rise  continues  to  23  in 

1945. 

Improved  technique  of  treatment  and  the  discovery  of 
the  cure  of  one  type  of  cancer,  i.e.  cancer  of  the  Prostate, 
demonstrates  still  further  the  steady  increase  of  this 
disease. 

Disease  of  the  Heart  and  Blood  Vessels. 

Is  again  the  principal  cause  of  death,  although  a slight 
fall  is  noticed,  i.e.  from  55  in  1944  to  41  cases  in  1945. 
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Infectious  Disease* 

Only  sporadic  cases  of  scarlet  fever  occurred  in  the 
district,  6 cases  being  notified  as  against  26  in  1944. 

An  outbreak  of  measles  in  the  earlier  months  of  the 
year  resulted  in  67  notifications. 

Diphtheria 

As  a result  of  the  summer  campaign  the  percentage  of 
school  children  immunised  in  the  area  reached  94.8%  a very 
satisfactory  high  figure.  906  out  of  a possible  956  received 
maximum  protection  against  this  disease. 

There  was  not  one  single  case  of  diphtheria  in  a child 
throughout  the  whole  year. 

Under  5 years  of  age,  279  were  known  to  have  been 
immunised  out  of  517. 

Two  adult  cases  were  notified  from  the  Thirlwell 
Parish  and  removed  to  Longtown  Isolation  Hospital. 

Tuberculosis 

Four  deaths  from  this  disease  were  registered 
throughout  the  year. 

New  notifications  totalled  11 ; 8 respiratory  and  3 non- 
respiratory. 

Two  cases  of  tubercular  infected  milk  were  investigated 
by  the  Ministry's  Veterinary  Inspector  and  adequately 
dealt  with. 

Social  Conditions 

The  area  of  the  Haltwhistle  Rural  District  is  96,333 
acres. 

The  estimated  population  for  1945  is  6,905. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  1945  is 
2,166. 

The  sum  represented  by  one  penny  rate  is  £142  17s.  lOd. 

The  Rateable  Value  equals  £36,905. 

Although  Haltwhistle  is  the  centre  of  an  Agricultural 
district,  the  various  Landsale  Collieries  now  constitute  the 
major  industry  for  the  area. 

Ventners  Hall,  Birkshaw,  Lambley  Fell  End,  and  other 
smaller  ‘ drifts  ’ are  materially  assisting  to  bring  prosperity 
to  the  district. 
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The  acute  housing  shortage  appears  to  be,  at  present, 
the  principle  interference  in  their  fuller  expansion. 

Great  satisfaction  should  be  felt  at  the  prominent  part 
played  by  Messrs.  Smith  and  Walton  in  employing  a 
considerable  number  of  workers  and  in  looking  so  well  after 
their  health  and  welfare. 

In  the  latter  respect  the  works  could  be  looked  upon 
as  a model  for  the  county. 

Greenhead  and  Caufields  Quarries  continue  to  yield 
Whinstone.  I am  authoritatively  informed  that,  despite  the 
antiquarians,  there  is  no  question  whatsoever  of  these 
quarries  closing. 

One  new  industry,  The  Kilfrost  Company,  has  now 
decided  to  stay  with  us  and  is  to  be  housed  in  new  buildings 
in  Boat  Lane. 

Thus  the  present  position  in  regard  to  employment 
continues  to  be  fairly  satisfactory.  However,  we  must 
continue  in  our  efforts  to  attract  still  further  industry  to 
the  district  to  prevent  a great  relapse  to  the  position  of 
10  years  ago  when  the  majority  of  the  Insurance  Roll  were 
unemployed. 

Housing  and  water  carriage  are  our  two  main  ‘ black 
spots.’ 

Great  disappointment  was  experienced  when  so  little 
progress  was  made  in  either  of  these  Schemes  during  the 
year.  To  assist  progress  the  Council  has  acquired  the 
services  of  a full-time  Engineer,  Mr,  Shuker.  We  welcome 
him  and  feel  assured  that  with  his  assistance  Haltwhistle 
will  become  a clean,  modern,  and  well  serviced  district. 

(b)  Health  Services 

(i)  Laboratory  Facilities 

The  Northumberland  County  Laboratory  at 
Newburn  continues  to  be  co-operative  and  reliable 
and  meets  fully  the  requirements  of  the  district. 

(ii)  Ambulance  Service 

After  two  years  of  effort,  Haltwhistle  has  at 
long  last  obtained  an  ambulance. 

An  ex-Services  Ambulance  was  presented  to 
the  area  by  the  British  Red  Cross  and  Order  of 
St.  John. 
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Certain  conditions  were  imposed  — as  below. 

A representative  Ambulance  Committee  was 
formed  on  which  the  Haltwhistle  Rural  District 
Council  was  well  represented. 

This  Council  has  assisted  the  Committee  both 
financially  and  by  offering-  to  build  suitable  accom- 
modation to  house  the  vehicle. 

Rules  governing-  the  use  of  the  Ambulance  are 
appended. 


BRITISH  RED  CROSS  AND  ORDER  OF  ST.  JOHN 
Haltwhistle  Ambulance  Station 
Rules  governing  the  use  of  the  Ambulance 

1.  The  ambulance  will  be  available  for  the  use  of  the 
general  public  within  the  boundaries  of  the  Haltwhistle 
Rural  District.  Emergency  and  special  calls  from  outside 
the  area  will  be  dealt  with  as  far  as  possible. 

2.  The  ambulances  will  be  used  for  cases  authorised 
by  the  Medical  Practitioners,  or  other  authority  stating 
that  the  ambulance  is  necessary,  and  will  not  be  used  where 
the  person  can  travel  by  any  other  means. 

3.  Not  more  than  two  relatives,  in  addition  to  the 
attendants,  will  be  allowed  to  travel  with  the  patient,  and 
only  personal  luggage  by  the  patient  or  attendant  will  be 
allowed 

4.  In  the  case  of  accidents  at  the  Collieries,  Quarries, 
Factories,  on  the  road  or  streets  where  the  ambulance  is 
necessary,  these  will  be  conveyed  to  the  Local  Hospital 
free  of  charge,  but  should  the  patient  have  to  be  transferred 
to  another  Hospital  then  the  amount  decided  upon  will  be 
charged. 

5.  In  the  case  of  patients  requiring  to  be  moved  from 
any  Infirmary  or  Hospital,  application  for  the  ambulance 
must  have  the  authority  of  some  Medical  Officer  or  other 
authority  stating  that  the  ambulance  is  necessary. 

6.  The  following  charges  will  be  made  for  the  use  of 
the  ambulance  to  the  Local  Hospital: — 

All  other  journeys  at  the  rate  of  6d.  per  mile. 
Necessitous  cases  to  receive  consideration.  The  rates  will 
be  considered  from  time  to  time  by  Committee. 

7.  The  Driver  of  the  ambulance  has  authority  to  see 
that  these  rules  are  carried  out. 
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HOME  SERVICE  AMBULANCE  COMMITTEE 
Allocation  of  Ambulances 
Conditions 

1.  Ambulances  will  be  allocated  on  the  recommendation 
of  County  representatives,  and  Home  Service  Ambulance 
Committee  expect  County  representatives  to  satisfy  them- 
selves that  the  Ambulances  are  used  in  a proper  manner. 

2.  The  allocation  of  an  Ambulance,  either  for  use  at 
a new  station  or  in  replacement  of  an  old  car,  is  conditional 
on  an  annual  contribution  of  £20  to  the  Commitcee’s 
Ambulance  Replacement  Fund,  it  being  clearly  understood 
that  these  contributions  are  placed  to  the  credit  of  the 
Station  concerned  and  will  be  refunded  to  that  Station  to 
provide  a proportion  of  the  cost  of  the  replacement  of  the 
Ambulance  when  it  becomes  worn  out.  The  first  annual 
payment  to  the  Replacement  Fund  is  to  be  made  within 
six  months  of  the  delivery  of  the  vehicle. 

3.  The  place  at  which  it  is  proposed  that  a new 
Ambulance  Station  shall  be  established  must  be  submitted 
by  the  County  representative  to  the  Committee  for  ap- 
proval, and  the  station  must  not  be  changed  without  the 
Committee’s  consent. 

4.  No  applications  for  the  allocation  of  Ambulances 
will  be  approved  unless  they  are  under  the  control  of  the 
Order  of  St.  John  or  of  the  British  Red  Cross  Society. 

5.  The  Home  Service  Ambulance  Committee  are  not 
responsible  for  the  maintainance  or  upkeep  of  the 
Ambulances,  this  being  a matter  for  local  arrangement. 
Periodical  overhauls  and  repairs  of  the  Chassis  and  the 
bodies  of  the  cars  should  be  insisted  upon  by  the  County 
representatives. 

6.  The  vehicles  are  insured  in  the  Headquarters  Fleet 
policy,  and  premium  being  charged  against  the  station 
operating  the  vehicle. 

7.  The  Committee  expect  the  Ambulance  to  be  made 
available  for  the  use  of  the  public  over  as  wide  an  area 
as  possible,  but  with  particular  regard  to  local  needs  and 
conditions. 

8.  Steps  should  be  taken  to  ensure  that  the  existence 
of  the  Ambulances,  and  the  means  by  which  they  can  be 
obtained,  are  thoroughly  well  known  throughout  the  area 
they  service.  The  telephone  number  of  each  station  should 
be  entered  in  the  Telephone  Directory  under  the  heading 
“ Ambulance.” 
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9.  It  is  the  wish  of  the  Committee  that  the  charges 
for  the  use  of  the  Ambulance  should  be  fixed  at  the  lowest 
rate  compatible  with  the  efficient  maintenance  of  the  cars 
after  making  due  allowance  for  the  remission  of  charges 
to  necessitous  patients. 

10.  Annual  reports  must  be  sent  in  through  the  County 
representatives  showing  the  work  done  by  the  Ambulance. 

11.  The  Home  Service  Ambulance  Committee  reserve 
the  right  to  make  a periodical  inspection  of  the  Ambulances, 
ai«d  to  recall  them  at  any  time  if  it  should  be  found  that 
they  are  not  serving  a useful  purpose,  or  if  they  are 
required  to  meet  a national  emergency. 

Joint  Council  House, 

12,Grobenor  Crescent, 

London,  S.W.l. 

August  2nd,  1945. 

H.  ATTENBROW. 

H.  T.  FERRIER. 

Joint  Secretaries 

Home  Service  Ambulance  Committee. 


(iff)  Clinics. 

(a)  Tuberculosis. 

Tuesday,  10  a.m.,  Hexham  War  Memorial 
Hospital.  Medical  Officer,  Dr.  Wollaston, 
M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

More  use  is  now  made  of  this  dispensary 
than  ever  before.  X-Ray  examinations  are 
carried  out  at  this  clinic. 

(b)  Ante  Natal. 

Two  clinics  per  month  are  held  at  the 
Haltwhistle  Hospital.  Attendance,  405. 

(c)  Child  Welfare  Clinics. 

Held  at  Haltwhistle  every  Thursday  by 
the  Health  Visitor. 

(d)  Dental. 

Clinics  held  at  the  Haltwhistle  Hospital 
and  at  the  Schools  in  the  district. 
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(e)  Venereal  Disease  Clinics. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne,  Westgate  Road. 
Daily.  Males,  10-0  a.m. ; Females,  3-0  p.m. 

(iv)  Nursing  Service. 

Total  number  of  visits  paid,  4,725;  New 
cases,  139  (Medical  64,  Surgical  42,  Chronic 
26,  Maternity  7). 

(v)  Hospitals. 

(i)  (a)  Wooley  Sanitorium. 

Medical  Officer,  Dr.  Wollaston. 

Accommodation  in  this  sanitorium  is  still 
seriously  limited.  Although  priority  is 
given  to  urgent  cases,  there  is  still  a waiting 
list  at  this  hospital.  This  is  a great  misfortune 
to  the  tuberculous  patient,  but  is  apparently 
unavoidable  owing  to  the  continued  difficulty 
of  obtaining  nurses. 

The  Honorary  Thoracic  Surgeon  is  per- 
forming an  increasing  number  of  operations. 
Thoracic  Surgery  continues  to  play  an  impor- 
tant part  in  the  treatment  of  patients. 

(b)  Stannington  Sanitorium . 

The  Children’s  Sanitorium  has  now 
returned  to  Stannington  and  appears  to  be 
functioning  very  satisfactorily. 

(ii)  Longtown  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 

Our  infectious  diseases  cases  continue 
to  be  accommodated  here. 

(iii)  Small  Pox  Hospital. 

Arrangements  have  continued  with 
Easdon  Joint  Hospital  Board  for  that  Board 
to  be  responsible  for  any  cases  which  might 
occur  in  this  area. 

(iv)  Haltwhistle. 

War  Memorial  Hospital — Matron,  Miss 
Collier,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

229  Cases  were  admitted  throughout  the 
year  (Surgical  189,  Medical  40,  Operations  by 
Local  Doctors  74,  Operations  by  Dr.  Colling- 
wood-Stewart  122,  Dental  Cases  43). 
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Maternity  Wing. 

Admitted,  140  cases. 

Ante  Natal  and  others  nursed,  12. 

Out-Patients . 

Number  of  cases  treated,  336. 

Number  of  attendances,  3,463. 

This  hospital  continues  to  play  an  ever 
important  part  in  the  health  of  the  com- 
munity. 

(v)  Shotley  Bridge  Emergency  Hospital. 

Cancer  and  other  cases  for  electrotherapy 
and  radiotherapy,  etc.,  continue  to  be  treated 
here  by  Mr.  Thurgar,  F.R.C.S. 

(v)  District  Nursing. 

The  Nursing  of  District  cases  in  the  area, 
despite  the  inaccessibility  of  certain  rural 
communities,  has  continued  to  be  of  first  class 
standard. 

Owing  to  the  shortage  of  nursing  staff, 
and  their  unequal  distribution  throughout  the 
county  certain  changes  are  contemplated  by 
the  County  Authorities. 

This,  together  with  the  provision  of  suit- 
able transport,  should  increase  still  further 
the  standard  of  home  nursing  throughout  the 
rural  district  as  a whole. 


SANITARY  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 
(1)  Water 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  no  tangible  headway  has  yet 
been  made  in  the  question  of  the  augmentation  or  improve- 
ment of  water  supplies,  generally,  throughout  the  area. 
Schemes  which,  on  completion,  would  go  far  to  remedying 
the  unsatisfactory  Sanitary  Conditions  which  exist  in 
various  parts  of  the  district. 

With  a view  to  providing  data  on  which  the  major 
Water  Scheme  contemplated  by  the  Council  could  be 
remodelled  or  amended  in  part,  excavations  for  and  gangings 
of  Springs  arising  in  the  following  localities  have  been 
taken  during  1945  as  follows  : — 
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Yield. 

Locality. 

Date. 

Gallons  per  day. 

Haltonlea  Fell 

9th  Oct.  1945 

88,800 

Slaggyford-Chopswell 

...  25th  May,  1945 

27,284 

Benks  Hill  (a) 

...  25th  May,  1945 

43,200 

Benks  Hill  (b) 

...  25th  May,  1945 

86,400 

Thompson’s  Spring 

...  25th  May,  1946 

43,200 

200,084 

Slaggyford  (Black  Hill) 

...  29th  June,  1945 

70,976 

Yield. 

Locality. 

Date. 

Gallons  per  day. 

Slaggyford — 

Thompson’s  Spring 

...  9th  Oct.,  1945 

30,494 

Benks  Hill  (a) 

« « • 

42,300 

Benks  Hill  (b) 

• • • 

24,686 

98,380 

Chopswell 

• • • 

12,343 

111,723 

Slaggyford  (Black  Hill) 

...  9th  Oct,  1945 

61,340 

Gaugings  of  Springs 

issuing  from  the 

rock  strata  at 

Yont-the-Cleugh,  a ravine  situated  approximately  600  yards 
east  of,  and  slightly  below  the  existing  Haltwhistle  main 
(South  Side)  Springs,  have  been  taken  as  under: — 

Yield. 

Locality.  Date.  Gallons  per  day. 

Yont-the-Cleugh  ...  24th  July,  1945  ...  42,147 

Yont-the-Cleugh  ...  19th  Sept.,  1945  ...  23,616 

From  the  above  figures  it  will  be  evident  that  sufficient 
spring  water  is  available  to  meet  the  requirements  of  this 
District  and  that,  should  the  necessity  arise,  the  Haltwhistle 
supply  can  be  augmented  with  either  of  the  above  sources, 
i.e.,  Halton-lea-Gate  or  Slaggyford. 
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Water  Analysis,  1945 


Samples  of  water  for  bacteriological  analysis  were 
taken  from  the  following  supplies: — 


Result. 

Locality.  Satis-  Unsatis 


Private  Supply. 

factory. 

factory. 

Lab. 

Date 

Featherstone 

No. 

collected. 

Public  Supply. 

Castle 

Yes 

— 

11. 

6/2/45. 

— 

do. 

ft 

— 

12. 

6/2/45. 

— 

— 

tt 

— 

13. 

6/2/45. 

Haltwhistle 

— 

tt 

— 

(South  Side). 

24. 

1/3/45. 

Birkshaw 

— 

tt 

• — 

25. 

1/3/45. 

Bardon  Mill 

— 

tt 

— 

26. 

1/3/45. 

Haltwhistle  (South) 

Crindledykes 

tt 

— 

70. 

11/5/45. 

— 

Well 

tt 

— 

71. 

11/5/45. 

Birkshaw 

— 

tt 

— 

146. 

27/8/45. 

Thomgrafton 

Supply  No.  1 

— 

— 

Yes 

147. 

27/8/45. 

Thomgrafton 

Supply  No.  2 

— 

— 

Yes 

148. 

27/8/45. 

Birkshaw 

— 

— 

Yes 

152. 

3/9/45. 

Thomgrafton 

Spring 

— 

Yes 

— 

153. 

3/9/45. 

Thomgrafton 

Reservoir 

— 

— 

Yes 

154. 

3/9/45. 

Birkshaw  Spring 

— 

— 

Yes 

155. 

3/9/45. 

Birkshaw  Reservoir 

— 

— 

Yes 

159. 

10/9/45. 

Thorngrafton 

Spring 

— 

Yes 

— 

160. 

10/9/45. 

Thomgrafton 

Reservoir 

— 

Yes 

— 

161. 

10/9/45. 

Thomgrafton 

Yes 

(Stand-tap) 

— 

— 

162. 

10/9/45. 

Birkshaw 

Yes 

(Stand-tap) 

Kellah  Farm 

164. 

18/9/45. 

— 

(Well) 

•>  - 

165. 

18/9/45. 

Birkshaw  Reservoir 

— 

— 

Yes 

166. 

18/9/45. 

Birkshaw 

(Stand-tap) 

— 

— 



191. 

9/10/45. 

— 

Harding’s  Spring 

Thorngrafton  Yes 

* 
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192. 

9/10/45. 

Halton-lea-Gate 

Supply 

— 

— 

193. 

9/10/45. 

— 

Black  Hill  No.  2 

Slaggyford 

— 

194. 

9/10/45. 

— 

Thompson’s  Spring 

Slaggyford 

— 

Yes 

219. 

6/11/45. 

Birkshaw  Reservoir 

— 

— 

Yes 

220. 

6/11/45. 

Birkshaw  Supply 

(Stand-tap) 

— 

Ye* 

■ — 

226. 

5/12/45. 

Birkshaw  Supply 

(Stand-tap) 

— 

Yes 

— 

227. 

11/12/45. 

Birkshaw  Reservoir 

— 

Yes 

— 

228. 

Birkshaw  Supply 

(Stand-tap) 

— 

Yes 

— 

234. 

18/12/45. 

Matties  Well 

— 

Yes 

— 

235. 

18/12/45. 

Ulpham  Well 

Ulpham 

— 

Yes 

236. 

18/12/45. 

Kellah  Well 

— 

Yes 

— 

Total  number  of  samples  of  water  taken,  34. 

Owing  to  the  adverse  analysis  of  water  supplying  the 
villages  of  Thorngrafton  and  Westwood  (Thorngrafton  and 
Birkshaw  Supplies  respectively) , notices  warning  the  public 
of  the  unfitness  of  these  Supplies  were  posted  on  the  Supply 
routes  on  the  3rd  September,  1945. 


These  remained  in  operation  as  under : — 

Thorngrafton  Supply  — 3rd  September  to  15th 
October,  1945. 

Birkshaw  Supply  — 3rd  September  to  14th  December, 
1945. 


No.  of  Houses  supplied  by  Public 
No.  of  Houses  supplied  by  Private 
No.  of  Water  Undertakings 
No.  of  Schools  supplied:  — 

By  District  Council 
„ Education  Authority 
„ Private  Owners 
„ Water  Undertakings 
No.  of  Farms  supplied 

(including  agricultural 
By  District  Council 
„ Private  Owners 


Mains  ...  ...  ...  1,444 

Mains  ...  ...  ...  475 

...  ...  Nil 

Total.  Adequate.  Inadequate. 

5 5 — 

Nil  — — 

6 2 4 

Nil  — — 

dwel  lings) : — 

58  — — 

248  103  145 
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With  regard  to  Water  Supplies  generally  throughout 
the  area  the  position  remains  the  same  as  in  past  years, 
although  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  following  upon  the  appoint- 
ment of  an  Engineer  and  Architect  the  long-delayed 
schemes  of  water  supply  covering  the  greater  part  of  the 
Rural  Area  will  secure  the  earnest  attention  of  the  official 
appointed,  all  contemplated  improvements  to  outlying 
parishes  being  negatived  pending  the  provision  of  adequate 
water  supply  and  sewerage. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


Formerly  carried  out  by  Contract,  this  Service  has 
now  been  more  effectively  carried  out  by  the  Council  since 
January,  1944,  the  Council  purchasing  a modern  refuse 
vehicle  (Bedford),  in  that  year. 

This  bi-weekly  service  is  at  present  confined  to  the 
Parish  of  Haltwhistle,  where  50  per  cent  of  the  population 
of  the  District  is  resident,  although  it  is  proposed  to  extend 
this  service  to  the  greater  part  of  the  Rural  Area  when  the 
second  refuse  vehicle,  a “ Karrier  Bantam,”  7 cubic  yard 
capacity,  is  to  hand. 

The  collection  area  has  been  provisionally  decided  upon, 
and  will  comprise  four  areas  — Central,  Western,  Eastern, 
and  Southern. 


(1)  Central  Area 

(2)  Western  Area 

(3)  Eastern  Area 


(4)  Southern  Area 


Haltwhistle.  Plenmeller,  and 
Melkridge. 

Gilsland  Village,  Longbyre,  Green- 
head,  and  Bankfoot. 

Henshaw,  Tow  House,  Redburn, 
Bardon  Mill,  Westwood, 
Thorngrafton. 

Park  Village,  Lanehead,  Coan- 
wood,  Eals  Village,  Burn- 
stones  and  Town  Green, 
Slaggyford,  Harper  Town, 
and  Halton-lea-Gate. 


The  policy  of  the  Council  in  requiring  the  provision  of 
ash-bins  in  lieu  of  ash-pits  continues  with  satisfactory 
results,  the  whole  of  the  town  of  Haltwhistle  being  now  on 
this  system. 

Total  number  ash-bins  Haltwhistle  (town),  1,047. 
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It  is  proposed  that  this  policy  will  be  extended  to  the 
outlying  Parishes  upon  the  inauguration  of  the  refuse 
collection  system  in  those  Parishes,  Although  it  is 
to  be  feared  that  some  difficulty  may  be  experienced  in 
those  localities  which  are  without  adequate  water  supply 
and  sewerage. 

% 

Additional  Incidental  Duties 

The  collection  of  Salvage  remaining  incumbent  upon 
the  Local  Authority,  this  duty  continues  to  be  carried  out 
as  formerly,  with  the  exception  that  it  is  now  proposed  that 
Salvage  shall  be  collected  during  the  normal  course  of  refuse 
collection,  except  when  otherwise  unavoidable. 

New  Drainage  and  Sewerage,  Conversions 

Following  upon  the  Service  of  Statutory  Notices, 
conversion  of  twenty-six  earth  closets  to  the  wrater-carriage 
system  from  a block  of  property  known  as  Shepherds 
Terrace,  Haltwhistle,  has  been  accomplished. 

This  also  included  the  re-laying  in  an  alternative 
direction  of  a section  of  6 inch  private  sewer,  this  section 
of  sewer  being  a constantly  recurring  source  of  nuisance 
due  to  stoppage  caused  by  insufficient  grading  of  the  section 
in  question. 

Total  length  of  section  sewer  relaid,  50  yards. 

Number  conversions,  26. 

The  proposed  conversion  of  four  E.C.s  providing 
accommodation  for  eight  other  properties  also  situated  at 
the  Town  Foot,  Haltwhistle,  is  in  hand. 

Water  Schemes 

The  water  supply  position  of  most  of  the  rural  parishes 
is  poor  and  it  is  hoped  to  obtain  the  early  sanction  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health  to  proceed  with,  at  least,  the  eastern 
section  of  the  extension  of  the  Birch  Trees  Supply. 

A tentative  inquiry  of  the  Border  Rural  District  Coun- 
cil for  a bulk  supply  of  30,000  gallons  per  day  to  Gilsland 
would  cause  some  modification  in  the  western  section  and 
the  amended  proposals  are  still  under  consideration. 

In  order  to  obtain  a grant  from  the  County  Council 
under  the  Rural  Water  Supplies  Act,  it  is  necessary  to 
submit  water  schemes  for  their  comments.  This  may  neces- 
sitate some  modification  to  fit  in  with  the  major  County 
Scheme  which  is  being  formulated. 
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Sewerage  Schemes 

Schemes  are  being  prepared  and  submitted  to  the 
Ministry  for  those  villages  which  have  an  adequate  supply 
of  water  necessary  for  a water  borne  sewerage  scheme. 
Further  schemes  are  under  consideration  for  the  areas  which 
have  not  adequate  reserves  of  water  in  order  that  the 
schemes  can  go  forward  immediately  the  water  is  available. 


HOUSING  ACTS 

Owing  to  continued  restrictions  on  the  operation  of  the 
Housing  Acts,  and  also  on  building  materials,  no  works  of 
major  importance  in  this  connection  have  been  possible. 

Recommendations  for  action  to  be  taken  by  the  Council 
under  Sec.  11,  Housing  Act,  1936,  have  been  submitted  in 
six  instances  (Brookside  and  Garden  Terrace  properties, 
Haltwhistle),  but  have  not  been  confirmed  by  the  Council 
owing  to  their  inability  to  offer  alternative  accommodation 
under  existing  conditions  or  to  state  when  any  such  accom- 
modation will  be  provided. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  state,  however,  that, 
following  upon  the  appointment  under  this  Authority  of 
an  Engineer  and  Architect,  work  on  the  preparation  of  a 
site  for  36  houses  situated  in  the  Park  Road,  Haltwhistle, 
is  in  hand. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  erection  of  these  houses,  so 
long  envisaged,  will  soon  become  an  accomplished  fact. 

Housing 

The  Council  have  purchased  two  sites  which  are  in 
course  of  development  for  their  immediate  housing 
in  Haltwhistle. 

The  first  of  these  is  on  Park  Road,  and  has  an  area  of 
3.75  acres,  this  is  laid  out  for  36  houses,  these  are  grouped 
round  a small  central  green. 

Work  commenced  on  the  concrete  roads  and  sewers 
on  this  site  with  P.o.W.  labour  in  September,  1945. 

The  second  site  is  on  the  eastern  side  of  Comb  Hill 
Road,  the  site  is  somewhat  steep  but  has  excellent  views. 

The  Council  considered  the  various  types  of  permanent 
houses  and  decided  to  have  all  the  houses  of  the  traditional 
construction. 
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The  36  houses  on  the  Park  Road  Site  are  made  up  of 
the  following  types: — 


2 Houses,  Type  1, 

4 „ Type  4a, 

16  „ Type  4, 

6 „ Type  3, 

8 „ Type  2, 


2 bedrooms  (4  persons) 

3 bedrooms  (5  persons) 
3 bedrooms  (5  persons) 
3 bedrooms  (5  persons) 
3 bedrooms  (5  persons) 


Floor  Area. 
743  sq.  ft. 

885  sq.  ft. 

899  sq.  ft. 

926  sq.  ft. 

895  sq.  ft. 


All  the  houses  have  out-buildings  which  vary  in  size 
between  50  to  60  square  feet  of  floor  area. 


PREVENTION  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

The  incidence  of  Notifiable  Infectious  Disease  was 
extremely  light  during  1945,  6 cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  and 
2 cases  of  Diphtheria  only  being  notified. 

Disinfection  of  infected  premises,  etc.,  was  carried  out 
in  each  case. 

In  this  connection  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  there 
was  not  one  single  case  of  Diphtheria  in  a child  throughout 
the  whole  year. 

This  is  attributable  to  the  result  of  the  Summer 
Campaign,  the  percentage  of  school  children  immunised  in 
the  District  reaching  94.8%,  a very  satisfactory  high  figure, 
906  out  of  a possible  956  receiving  maximum  protection 
against  this  disease. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926 

Work  under  the  provisions  of  the  above  Order  has 
proceeded  satisfactorily  during  the  year,  two  licences  for 
the  production  of  T.T.  milk  involving  major  works  of 
improvement  to  the  farms  concerned,  being  granted  in  the 
case  of  Haining  Hall,  Whitfield,  and  also  Dodd  Bank  Farm, 
Whitfield. 
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One  other  farm,  Barn  House,  Gilsland,  has  also  been 
re-modelled  on  T.T.  lines,  and  it  is  anticipated  that,  pending 
the  approval  of  the  Licencing  Authority,  a T.T.  licence 
will  also  be  issue  din  this  case. 

Further  extensive  improvements  have  been  carried  out 
to  Partridge  Nest  Farm,  Bardon  Mill,  embracing  the 
provision  of  new  concrete  floors  and  improved  drainage, 
and  also  to  Eals  Town  Foot  Farm,  Knarsdale,  where 
extensive  drainage  work  and  general  repairs  were  carried 
out. 

Stoppage  of  milk  supply  at  Hallpeatmoss,  Melkridge, 
as  the  result  of  the  continued  production  by  the  tenant  of 
milk  from:  byres  and  under  conditions  which  were  totally 
unsuited  to  the  production  of  milk,  and  after  repeated 
attempts  to  obtain  better  conditions  by  the  provision  of  the 
necessary  concrete  floors,  adequate  drainage  and  water 
supply  within  the  provisions  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order 
(etc.),  the  Local  Authority  were  compelled  to  stop  the 
production  of  milk  from  the  above  farm  pending  such 
improvements. 

Samples  of  milk  for  bacteriological  analysis  have  been 
taken  from  the  following: — 

11/7/45  Crooks  Farm,  Gilsland 

1/8/45  Beggar  Bog  Farm, 

Thorngrafton 

1/8/45  Seatsides  Farm, 

Henshaw 

5/12/45  Henshaw  Farm,  Satisfactory 

Henshaw 

5/12/45  Bayldon  Farm,  Satisfactory 

Henshaw 

5/12/45  The  Bents  Farm,  Satisfactory 

Henshaw 

Tubercle  bacilli  being  found  on  the  analysis  of  the  milk 
supply  from  one  farm,  notification  was  given  to  the  County 
Medical  Department  and  the  appropriate  subsequent  action 
was  taken  by  them. 

In  connection  with  milk  production  generally  it  is 
interesting  to  note  this  gradual  increase  in  the  number  of 
farms  producing  Tuberculin  Tested  milk,  a summary  of 
which  I beg  to  append  herewith: — 


School  Supply  Satisfactory 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 
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Producers’  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 


Farm. 

Tenant. 

Owner. 

Locality. 

Date  of 
Issue  of 
Licence. 

Office  Farm, 
Whitfield. 

W.  Biackett- 

Ord. 

do. 

Whitfield. 

30/4/40 

Emley, 

Whitfield. 

Robson. 

Whitfield 

Estate. 

do. 

30/10/40 

Huntershields, 

Whitfield. 

Mews. 

do. 

do. 

1/7/43 

The  Laws, 
Whitfield. 

Lee,  S. 

do. 

do. 

11/5/44 

Agars  Hill, 
Whitfield. 

Lee,  J. 

do. 

do. 

26/6/44 

Haining  Hall, 
Whitfield. 

Maughan. 

do. 

do. 

5/10/45 

Dodd  Bank, 
Whitfield. 

Marshall. 

do« 

do. 

31/10/45 

Carvoran, 

Greenhead. 

Reay. 

Reay. 

Greenhead. 

29/7/44 

Chapel  House, 
Gilsland. 

Shield. 

Shield. 

Gilsland. 

22/9/44 

Birchfieldgate, 

Haltwhistle. 

Edgar. 

Blenkinsopp 

Estate. 

Haltwhistle. 

30/11/44 

Accredited  Producers 


Rowfoot  Farm, 
Featherstone. 

Sowerby. 

Featherstone  Rowfoot. 
Estate. 

23/3/36 

Parmontly  Hall, 
Whitfield. 

Urwin. 

Whitfield  Whitfield. 

Estate. 

24/1/40 

Wool  House, 
Bardon  Mill. 

Oliphant. 

Hon.  F. 

Bowes- 

Lyon. 

1/3/42 

Burn  House, 
Coanwood. 

Wigham. 

Wigham.  Coanwood. 

16/11/42 

Number  of  Farms  Registered : — 


Wholesale  Producers  ...  ...  ...  ...  102 

Retail  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Wholesale  and  Retail  ...  ...  ...  40 
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SLAUGHTER  HOUSES  AND  FOOD  INSPECTIONS 


Since  its  inauguration  in  1941,  Centralised  Slaughtering 
for  the  two  districts  of  Haltwhistle  and  Alston  continues 
to  be  carried  out  at  Portobello  Slaughter  House,  Haltwhistle. 

This  system,  which  is  to  be  hoped  will  continue  in 
operation  now  that  hostilities  have  ended,  continues 
eminently  satisfactory,  and  marks  a big  improvement  upon 
conditions  previously  existing. 


Unsound  Food. 

Stones. 

Surrendered. 

Seized. 

Legal 

Proceedings. 

Beef  (Home  Killed) 

589 

— 

— 

— 

Beef  (Imported) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Mutton  (Home  Killed)  ... 

18 

— 

— 

— 

Mutton  (Imported) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Bacon  (Home  Killed)  ... 

12 

— 

— 

— 

Tinned  Foods 

Destroyed  as  unfit  for  human  consumption,  and  volun- 
tarily surrendered: — 

Unsound  Food. 

Pounds. 

Surrendered. 

Seized. 

Legal 

Proceedings. 

Tinned  Meats 

360 

— 

— 

----- 

Tinned  Fish 

14 

— 

— 

— 

Tinned  Evap.  Milk 

6 

— 

— 

— 

Pork  Sausage 

22 

— 

— 

— 

Total  No.  of  Tins 

243 

— 

— 

— 

Also  condemned : — 

Pork  ...  ...  30  st. 

Eggs  (Danish)  ...  60  doz. 

Bread  594  lbs. 

Total  No.  of  Tins  ...  243 
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RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ORDER,  1943 
Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act,  1919 

Acting  under  direction  from,  and  in  accordance  with, 
the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Food,  the  disinfestation 
of  sewers  in  the  town  of  Haltwhistle  was  carried  out  during 
the  two  weekly  periods  commencing  14th  May  and  30th 
July  respectively,  1945. 

As  was  expected,  owing  to  the  small  diameter  sewers 
and  the  fact  that  they  are  constantly  running  full  after 
heavy  rain,  the  amount  of  infestation  found  was  negligible, 
slight  infestation  only  being  found  in  one  or  two  branch 
sewers,  but  this  was  of  a very  minor  nature. 

Under  Contract  with  the  Haltwhistle  R.D.  Council, 
treatment  by  the  War  Agricultural  Committee  of  the  one 
tip  where  some  infestation  does  exist,  was  successfully 
carried  out. 

Situated,  as  this  tip  is,  in  a field  adjacent  to  the  river, 
some  infestation  is  bound  to  occur,  but  this  is  not  of  a 
serious  nature. 

Periodic  disinfestation  of  this  tip  is  also  undertaken  by 
the  Council's  employees,  disinfesting  agent  “ Cyanogas.” 

Extensive  work  in  rat  proofing  against  minor  infest- 
ation was  carried  out  in  the  case  of  property  occupied  by 
Messrs.  Ross  and  Mansfield,  Central  Place,  Haltwhistle, 
some  infestation  of  the  cellars  beneath  this  propety  being 
found. 

Other  properties  where  treatment  (baiting  and 
poisoning)  was  carried  out  following  upon  evidence  of  slight 
infestation  included : — 

Messrs.  Brough,  Westgate,  Haltwhistle. 

Messrs.  Wardle  and  Norman,  Haltwhistle. 

Messrs.  Ross  and  Mansfield,  Central  Place,  Haltwhistle. 

Haltwhistle  Co-op.  Bakerjr,  Park  Road,  Haltwhistle. 

Messrs.  Laidlow,  Kennedy  and  Johnson,  Haltwhistle. 

Messrs.  J.  Dryden,  Westgate,  Haltwhistle. 

Bowes  Hotel,  Bardon  Mill. 


TABLE  I 


The  following  table  shows  the  principal  vital  and 
mortality  rates  for  the  years  1944  and  1945 : — 


Year. 

Birth  Rate 
per  1,000 
Population. 

General  Death 
Rate  per 
1,000  Living. 

Infant 
Mortality 
Rate  per 
1,000  Births. 

Death  Rate 
from 

Respiratory 
T.B.  per  1,000 
Living. 

1943 

13.6 

16.5 

29 

.53 

1944 

16.6 

13.8 

17 

.35 

1945 

17.1 

14.3 

68 

.43 
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1943  — 

— — 4 

2 

3 

1 

62 

2 

— 74 

1944  — 

— — 26 

— 

3 

2 

2 

3 

— 36 

1945— 

(Civilian)  — 

— — 6 

6 

2 

2 

67 

4 

1 88 

(Non- 

Civilian) 

3 — 26 

— 

31 

— 

— 

1 

— 61 
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TABLE  III. 

Tuberculosis 


New 

Notifications. 

Deaths. 

Age 

Periods. 

t 

0 

1 

5 ... 

15 

45 

65 

Respiratory. 
M.  E.  Total. 

3 3 6 

2 — 2 

Non- 

Respiratory. 
M.  E.  Total. 

2 13 

Respiratory. 
M.  E.  Total. 

— 2 2 

1 — 1 

Non- 

Respiratory. 
M.  E.  Total. 

1 — 1 

Total  ... 

5 

l 

3 

8 

2 

1 

8 

1 t 

s 

1 — 1 

i i 

TABLE  IV. 

Notification  of  Births 


Registered  Births.  Illegitimate  Births. 

Live  Still  included  in  Registered 

Births.  Births.  Births). 


Year. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

M. 

F.  M.  F. 

Total 

1943  ... 

57 

47 

3 

1 

108  .... 

6 

2 — — 

8 

1944  ... 

56 

62 

1 

1 

120  ... 

3 

5 — — 

8 

1945  ... 

58 

60 

— 

2 

120  ... 

8 

3 — — 

11 

Analysis  of  Deaths  by  Causes 

1943.  1944.  1945. 


Causes  of  Death. 

1.  Typhoid  and  parat..  Fevers  ... 

2.  Cerebrospinal  Fever  ... 

3.  Scarlet  Fever  

4.  Whooping  Cough  

5.  Diphtheria 

6.  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 

System 

7.  Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis 


M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F. 


1 3 ...  1 1 ...  1 2 

— 2 ...  — — ...  1 — 
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8. 

Syphilitic  Disease  

1 

— . . . 

— 

1 • • • 

— 

— 

9. 

Influenza 

o 

O 

1 ... 

— 

1 • • • 

— 

1 

10. 

Measles 

— 

• • • 

— 

— ... 

— 

— 

11. 

Ac.  Poli-myelo  and  Polio- 
Encephalitis 

r 

1 • • • 

• • • 

. 

. - . r 

12. 

Ac.  Infantile  Encephalitis  ... 

— 

• • • 

— 

— . . . 

— 

— 

13. 

Cancer  of  Mouth  M.,  and 
Uterus  F. 

1 

1 ... 

_ 

2 ... 

1 

2 

14. 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and 
Duoden 

1 

1 ... 

1 

4 

1 

15. 

Cancer  of  Breast 

— 

1 ... 

— 

4 ... 

4 

— 

16. 

Cancer  of  other  sites 

4 

6 ... 

5 

8 ... 

8 

7 

17. 

Diabetes 

— 

1 ... 

2 

— ... 

— 

2 

18. 

Intracranial  Vascular  Lesions 

3 

8 ... 

10 

2 ... 

7 

9 

19. 

Heart  Disease 

17 

24  ... 

21 

17  ... 

15 

8 

20. 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory 

System 

3 

4 ... 

3 

2 ... 

1 

1 

21. 

Bronchitis 

5 

— . . . 

1 

4 ... 

1 

4 

22. 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 ... 

1 

- • • • 

1 

2 

23. 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  . 

1 

— . . . 

— 

1 ... 

— 

1 

24. 

Ulcer  of  Stom.  or  Duodenum 

— 

— . . . 

— 

— . . . 

— 

— 

25. 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  ... 

— 

— . . . 

— 

— ... 

2 

— 

26. 

Appendicitis 

1 

— • . . . 

1 

— ... 

— 

— 

27. 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  ... 

1 

4 ... 

— 

1 ... 

1 

— 

28. 

Nephritis  ...  

2 

2 ... 

1 

3 ... 

2 

4 

29. 

Puer.  and  post-abort.  Sepsis 

— 

— . . . 

— 

— . . . 

— 

— - 

30. 

Other  Maternal  Causes 

— 

— . . . 

— 

— . . . 

— 

2 

31. 

Premature  Birth 

1 

2 ... 

— 

— . . . 

1 

— 

32. 

Congenital  Causes 

— 

— . . . 

— 

2 ... 

2 

1 

33. 

Suicide 

1 

— . . . 

— 

• • • 

1 

— 

34. 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

1 

— . . . 

— 

' • • * 

1 

— 

35. 

Other  violent  Causes 

2 

1 ... 

1 

~ • • • 

1 

— 

36. 

All  other  Causes 

3 

2 ... 

3 

1 ... 

1 

— 

Totals 

53 

64 

51 

47 

52 

47 
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SALVAGE 

While  the  need  for  salvage  remains  urgent,  it  is  only 
to  be  expected  that  with  the  cessation  of  hostilities  there 
should  be  a falling  olf  in  the  quantities  of  salvageable 
materials  being  received. 

In  common  with  other  thinly  populated  Rural  Areas 
considerable  difficulties  have  been  experienced  in  the 
collection  of  salvage,  difficulties  which,  it  may  be,  are  not 
always  fully  appreciated  by  the  Directorate  of  Salvage 
Recovery  (L.A.). 

Formerly  collected  at  intervals  of  one  month  from  the 
greater  part  of  the  Rural  Area,  the  District  being  sub- 
divided into  four  areas  for  this  purpose,  this  system  of 
collection  continued  in  force  as  from  1941  until  1945,  when 
it  was  decided  to  abandon  the  regular  scheme  of  collection 
for  the  outside  Parishes  pending  the  removal  of  refuse 
from  these  Parishes,  when  the  collection  of  salvage  would 
be  incorporated  in  the  refuse  collection  scheme. 

As  an  indication  of  the  volume  of  salvage  collected  by 
this  Authority  since  the  inception  of  the  Salvage  Scheme 
in  1941  a short  summary  of  the  principal  items  collected 
is  appended : — 
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Paper, 

Cardboard,  Destructor  Steel  Scrap, 

Books,  etc.  Scrap.  Scrap  Iron.  Rags.  Brass.  Aluminium.  Rubber. 
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SUMMARY  — GENERAL  INSPECTIONS 
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